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Refusing office in a distant province, the poet chose
rather to remain with his friend Li Po, and to enjoy the
gaieties of the Court. 'At sunset how good it is to get into
a boat and launch forth: a light wind rises, and the surface
of the water is ruffled. Soon tufted bamboos invite us to
rest beneath their leaves: nenuphars scent the air in this
quiet place, and the young lords are busy making iced
drinks, while lovely girls wash the lily-roots to prepare a
banquet.'1 But the joys of his gilded youth passed into,
melancholy and a passionate partisanship of the poor; and
when he was appointed Censor of the Empire by Sou-tsung
he made manyenemies byhis outspokenness, till the women
of the Court secured his banishment. He lived in disguise
among the shepherds of Ssech'uan, and died in 774 at the
age of fifty-nine. Of his friendship with Li Po he writes:
'We slept under the same coverlet, and wandered hand in
hand', and they are classical examples of that romantic
friendship between men which has played so large a part
in Chinese culture, as well as of that ironic detachment
from the etiquette and fussiness of the Court which has
affected so many gifted minds. Imitating the Han poets
they yet sat loose to classical models, used the speech of
the people, and widened the range of sentiment.

To this age belong also prose writers like Han Yu
(768-824) and Liu-chung Wan (773-819): the former
was a robust critic of the superstition of the age, who wrote
best when anger against Buddhists and Taoists moved
him; and the latter was also a dear and forcible writer.
Nor were men of science lacking: U-chun-feng (602-70)
invented an instrument to study the stars, and wrote works
on astronomy. In this science, in mathematics and medi-
cine, as well as in art, Buddhist influence reached its
zenith, and produced, in spite of Confucian opposition, a
great harvest.

Not only did Chinese masters visit India, and Indian
missions continue in China; large numbers of exiles dnven
out by persecution in India settled in the Far East.

i Quoted by IL Groosset, JE&ftfe dt PAsie.